
GOD’S NEW CREATION—JUNE 8, 2021 

 
LESSON SIX—THE GOSPEL IN SHOE LEATHER 

 

EPHESIANS 6:10-20 
 

“A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s 
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For 
we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s 
armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 
battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the belt of 
truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace 
that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition to 
all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on 
salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. And pray for me, too. Ask 
God to give me the right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that 
the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. I am in chains now, still preaching 
this message as God’s ambassador. So pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for 
him, as I should.” 
Ephesians 6:10-20 NLT 
 
 
CONTEXT: The Apostle Paul in in official custody. Though his movements were 
restricted, the Gospel continued to spread. Many local churches or assemblies 
had been birthed on Paul’s three earlier missionary journeys. With their very lives, 
these new converts proclaimed the Good News of Christ. His reason for writing 
was to strengthen these fellowships. Likewise, Paul wanted to encourage these 
new converts as the Body of Christ. 
 
 



SETTING: Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province of Asia (today part of 
Turkey). Ephesus was a vital commercial center—considered the crossroads of 
several major trade routes.  
 
——-Site of the fertility goddess Diana (one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world) 
 
——-Ephesus served as the center of Paul’s missionary work in that region 
 
——-Upon leaving Ephesus, Paul left Priscilla and Aquila to continue the ministry  
 
In Acts 20:17-38, Paul warned the Ephesians church to beware as “savage wolves” 
would enter in who would not spare the congregation. Some 40 years later, the 
Lord Jesus in Revelation, commended the Ephesians for hearing Paul and not to, 
erasing false teachers, but He exhorted them to recapture their first love for God! 
 
——-Ephesians was considered a circular letter sent to several congregations in 
the province of Asia—Ephesus again was the capital city. 
 
THEMES: 
 
A. Salvation is by faith alone (not works or human effort) 
 
B. Chapters 1-3 speak to DOCTRINE (Teachings). 
 
C. Chapters 4-6 speak to DUTY (Behavior). 
 
D. All believers are united in Christ because the church is the one Body of  
Christ. 
E. Whether Jew or Gentile, believers were to work together to make the unity  
of the church a reality. 
 
 
The world provides great hindrance to Christians living as the single Body of 
Christ. Racial strife—economic stratification—language barriers—gender issues—
denominational disparities—traditions and cultural norms—just plain hard-
heartedness, etc. 



 
THIS BATTLE IS CONSTANTLY BEING WAGED FOR HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
BY SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS!!! 
 
Chapter 6 offers instructions to children, fathers, bond servants, and masters. 
After warning one and all and giving instructions, Paul moves toward closing the 
book of Ephesians. 
 
EPHESIANS 6:10 
FINALLY, MY BRETHREN, BE STRONG IN THE LORD AND IN THE POWER OF HIS 
MIGHT. NKJV 
 
A. Be strong—may be translated “be made strong”—this indicates that we cannot 
do this ourselves but that such requires divine help—the POWER OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT! The Lord’s strength is always more than sufficient for the battle. 
 
 
WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 
 
 
A. Whole armor  
 
B. Able to stand 
 
C. Wiles of the devil 
 
D. Wrestle 
 
E. Principalities, Powers, Rulers of the darkness, Spiritual hosts of  
wickedness in heavenly places 
 
F. Having done all, STAND 
 
G. Truth 
 
I. Breastplate of righteousness  
 



J. Shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace 
 
K. Shield of faith 
 
L. Helmet of salvation  
 
M. Sword of the Spirit 
 
N. Prayer and supplication 
 
O. Watchful 
 
P. Mystery of the GOSPEL 
 
Q. Ambassador  
 
Living as a NEW CREATION—Christ follower—is a battle. Your mind is the 
battlefield. Your heart is the origin of all your thoughts and emotions. PROTECT IT 
AT ALL COSTS!!! 
 
 


